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it has recently been learned that before Nela Martine: Espinosa, prominent: 
voman Communist of Ecuador, left Eevuader in April 1949 for an extended trip 
throuph Burope, she was instrusted by Pedro Saad, who is the real director of 
the Partide Comunista del Ecuador (FOE), to investigste the status of the 
sems shipment which the PCE exoected from Czechoslovalia.*® She was not told 
whom to consult in Czechoslovakia and therefors asked the advice of an influ= 
ential Party member in whose home she lived in Prague. He made arrangements 
for her to see an official in the Czechoslovakian Ministry of Government and 
accompanied her to the meeting. The interviey was private, howevar, excapt 
for the oresence of an interoreter. 


dartinez has stated that she svent more than an hour with the official. She 
said that he spoke very good English and said that he had lived in the United 
States for several years, He questioned her about the situation in Ecuador 
and South America end exhibited somo knowledre of the history of Eeuador, 
After this general discussion he said that he was aware of the vurnose of 
Martines'’ visit and that he had teen authorized to inform har of ‘the followings 


a, Certain difficulties have prevented the shipment of combat arms to the 
countries of the American continent. although Buropean Parties which 
need arms much more urpently, namely Italy, France and Spain to a lessor 
extent, are being supplied with arms and ammunition via contraband 
shipments, 


“=. One of the difflevlties has been in assuring safe conduct for the 


shipments. sinea shipment via normal commercial channels has proved un» 
satisfactory in the pass and will be avoided in the Puture, if voasibla. 


-» Some Latin Anerican Parties, esnectally the Brazilian Party, are very 
eager to obtain arms and they, 15 well as the PCE, will ve supplied when 
the current difficulties ara overcome, although no effective ayTranpenente 
ean be made at the present time. 


& special branch was recently formed in the Comintern for the sole DUPNORS 

of investigating means by which the Communist Parties of eanitalist countries 

night be supplisi with arms. This branch ineluden a Latin American departnuent, , 

The CE should do nothing sbout securing arms until further information is 
received oy it from the Carnintern. 
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e, The Parties which desire arms must give assurances of safekeeping until 
the arms are really needed for furtherance of the international movement. 
6 is a definite policy not t~ supply arms to be used in routine internal 
uprisings; the axme supovlied must be kent secret untdl the final battle. 
Several years aso a small. supply of arms were shinped to a Party in Latin 
imerica, Shortly efter receiving then, the Party used them in a ravolution 
in that comtry. The revolution wis put dow by tho government and the 
asma ¢ontisented. although fortunately their source was never learned. 


i. ‘The Latin Ameriesn area has no immediate priority, but the Latin American 


*arties will receive arms eventually and should realize that the main 
battle is being fought in Burone and Asia at the present time, 


25X1A 


25X1 


ES Coren. that Saad expected to receive arms shinments 25X1X 
ivom Gzechosiovakia in the near future were probably larpely wishful thinking 
ooezsioned by some nehulous indications that arms would be forthcoming 
eventually. As early as December 1949 his former enthusiasm had waned, and 
the eurrent report is believed to present a true picture of the arne situa- 
tion as it now stands. 
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